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The Joint Commission on National Dental Examinations (JCNDE) holds two annual policy
making meetings: the Psychometric Research & Examination Content Development (PRECD)
meeting, and the Governance, Policies, & Administration (GPA) meeting. These meetings are
held in April and June, respectively, with Unofficial Reports of Major Actions distributed after
each meeting and made publicly available on the JCNDE’s website (http://www.ada.org/icnde).
The current report focuses on the JCNDE’s 2026 GPA meeting, which occurred on June 24,
2026. At this meeting the JCNDE met and took the following actions:

1. Reaffirmed the JCNDE’s continued commitment to strengthening the validity, reliability,
and fairness of all of its National Board Examination programs, in service to the health of
the public.

2. Reaffirmed the JCNDE’s support of the formal agreement between the American Dental
Association (ADA) and the American Board of Dental Examiners (ADEX), which
integrates the JCNDE’s Dental Licensure Objective Structured Clinical Examination
(DLOSCE) into the ADEX Dental Examination. This agreement will benefit the public
health and further strengthen the dental clinical licensure assessment process. JCNDE
staff have been working closely with ADEX staff to help facilitate this integration.

3. Approved research activities and a budget proposal for 2026 and 2027, including
proposed 2027 candidate fees and budgetary expenditures associated with activities in
support of the JCNDE’s dental and dental hygiene strategic roadmaps, which were
reviewed and approved at the JCNDE’s PRECD meeting in April 2026. Recognizing the
large amount of debt held by dental and dental hygiene students—and despite ongoing
cost increases incurred by the JCNDE—the JCNDE recommended maintaining National
Board Examination pricing at the same levels present in 2026, as follows:

e National Board Dental Hygiene Examination (NBDHE): $600

¢ Integrated National Board Dental Examination (INBDE): $890

o Dental Hygiene Licensure Objective Structured Clinical Examination

(DHLOSCE): $575

e Processing fee for candidates educated by non-accredited institutions: $435

e Score report request fee (additional reports): $55
These are proposed fees and are subject to change. Final fees for 2027 will be
communicated in the JCNDE’s 2027 Candidate Guides, which will be published online in
December 2026.

4. Approved extending current DHLOSCE candidate incentives into 2027, to facilitate
utilization of the DHLOSCE for licensure purposes and collect data in support of the
validity of this important new examination program. These incentives provide eligible
dental hygiene candidates with an opportunity to attempt the DHLOSCE for licensure
purposes at a substantially discounted rate, with some candidates also eligible for an
additional discount on their National Board Dental Hygiene Examination administration.
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10.

11.

12.

Additional information concerning this extension of incentives will be provided shortly on
the JCNDE DHLOSCE website (https://jcnde.ada.org/dhlosce).

Reviewed and approved updates to dental hygiene test constructor selection criteria, and
correspondingly to dental hygiene test construction teams. These changes provide
greater clarity with respect to the criteria used to select dental hygiene test constructors,
and also provide more descriptive team names that now indicate the examination content
covered by each team. In light of the success of these efforts, the JNCDE also approved
the formation of a workgroup to review test constructor selection criteria for the JCNDE’s
dental examinations as well.

Addressed administrative matters, including the approval of prior meeting minutes and
the recording of candidate appeal ballots in the permanent record of the JCNDE.

Reviewed and accepted candidate guides for the examination programs appearing
below. These candidate guides incorporate and operationalize the JCNDE’s policies.
¢ Dental Licensure Objective Structured Clinical Examination (DLOSCE)
¢ Dental Hygiene Licensure Objective Structured Clinical Examination (DHLOSCE)
e Integrated National Board Dental Examination (INBDE)
¢ National Board Dental Hygiene Examination (NBDHE)

Directed staff to implement multi-stage adaptive testing for the National Board Dental
Hygiene Examination (NBDHE), with implementation no sooner than 2028. The JCNDE
also approved an update to its multi-stage adaptive testing approach, in alignment with
the JCNDE’s mission and vision.

Considered a data request from the ADA Health Policy Institute (HPI), and approved a
resolution providing HPI an opportunity to formally present its request to the JCNDE at
the JCNDE’s annual Operational Update and Commissioner Forum on October 30, 2026.

Reviewed and approved updates to the JCNDE'’s policies and procedures, as codified in
the Rules of the JCNDE and the Operational and Policy Manual of the JCNDE, to
facilitate the work of the JCNDE and maintain compliance with the Governance and
Organizational Manual of the ADA. This included updates to the JCNDE’s Public Member
eligibility criteria.

Reviewed and approved JCNDE communication activities, which are vital in keeping
communities of interest informed concerning the examinations of the JCNDE and work
currently underway. The JCNDE strives for transparency in its operations where possible,
providing free online access to examination technical reports. The JCNDE works
diligently to help ensure its communications are strategic, informative, timely, relevant,
and considerate of the communication needs of all stakeholders and communities of
interest.

Reviewed and selected a new Public Member, with their service to begin at the close of
the 2026 ADA House of Delegates meeting on October 13, 2026. Public Member
applicants will be notified of the JCNDE's decision in July 2026.
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13. Dr. Alberto Gasparoni will serve as JCNDE Chair for the 2026-2027 term. The JCNDE
also elected Dr. Cindy Lyon to serve as Vice-chair during the 2026-2027 term. Their
service in these roles will begin at the closing of the 2026 ADA House of Delegates
meeting on October 13, 2026.

14. The annual JCNDE State Dental Board Forum will take place on Friday, August 14, 2026.
The next public policy-making meeting of the JCNDE will be the Psychometric Research
& Examination Content Development Meeting on April 16, 2027.
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