
 

 

 

DHLOSCE Launch and Introductory Special Pricing 
 
The Joint Commission on National Dental Examinations (JCNDE) is pleased to announce the launch of 
its newest examination, the Dental Hygiene Licensure Objective Structured Clinical Examination 
(DHLOSCE), on December 1, 2025. The DHLOSCE is a professionally developed examination for use in 
fulfilling dental hygiene clinical licensure examination requirements in states that accept this examination 
program. The DHLOSCE assesses whether candidates can apply their dental hygiene clinical judgment 
and skills in a problem-solving context. Additional information is available at JCNDE.ADA.org/DHLOSCE. 
Applications are now being taken, enabling candidates to register to take this valid, reliable, and fair 
examination.  
 
To encourage candidates to take the DHLOSCE, the JCNDE is excited to also offer several attractive 
pricing options, based on whether candidates are enrolled in a dental hygiene program in a state that 
accepts the DHLOSCE, or in a state that has not yet accepted the DHLOSCE.  
 
Candidates Enrolled in Dental Hygiene Programs in States that Accept the DHLOSCE 
The JCNDE is pleased to provide one (1) free DHLOSCE administration to candidates who are in this 
category and attempt the DHLOSCE during a 2025 or 2026 window. Candidates must be enrolled in a 
CODA-accredited dental hygiene program located in a jurisdiction that accepts the DHLOSCE at the time 
of application and must agree to have their DHLOSCE results sent to the aforementioned jurisdiction, in 
order to receive this free administration. Additionally, candidates who fall in this category and who 
complete both the NBDHE and the DHLOSCE will also receive a full refund of the price of their 
NBDHE fee! The latter will be applied to the candidate’s DENTPIN® account subsequent to completion of 
both the NBDHE and the DHLOSCE. 
 
At the time of this publication, states that are known to accept the DHLOSCE include Kentucky, Arizona, 
and Oregon. The status of Colorado’s acceptance of the DHLOSCE is currently pending and the JCNDE 
is currently seeking clarification on this matter. Given these unique circumstances, students in Colorado 
will be treated as being candidates who are enrolled in dental hygiene programs in states that accept the 
DHLOSCE. For the most up-to-date information on which states have accepted the DHLOSCE, visit.  
JCNDE.ADA.org/DHLOSCE.   
 
Candidates Enrolled in Dental Hygiene Programs in States that do NOT yet Accept the DHLOSCE 
Even if your state does not yet accept the DHLOSCE, it can still be highly advantageous for you to 
complete the DHLOSCE from a licensure portability perspective. For example, if you later choose to 
relocate to a different state. For this group of candidates, the JCNDE is pleased to offer the DHLOSCE at 
a reduced test administration fee of $75, a savings of $500 as compared to the standard 2026 DHLOSCE 
candidate fee ($575). This offer is available to the first 500 candidates who fall into this category and 
complete the DHLOSCE during a 2025 or 2026 testing window. Additionally, this offer is available only to 
candidates who are enrolled in a CODA-accredited dental hygiene program in the US, and who agree to 
have their DHLOSCE results sent to the dental board within the state associated with the candidate’s 
dental hygiene program.  
 

How to Receive this Special Offer  
1. Create or manage your personal identification number (DENTPIN®). First-time test takers must 

have a DENTPIN and must first apply to take the National Board Dental Hygiene Examination 
(NBDHE) and complete all steps pertaining to your application to take the NBDHE.  

2. Submit your NBDHE application to the JCNDE. Your eligibility to take the NBDHE must be 
confirmed by your dental hygiene program director. 

3. After a candidate’s NBDHE application has been approved by their program director, the 
DHLOSCE special pricing will be applied and become visible to the candidate.  

https://jcnde.ada.org/dhlosce
https://jcnde.ada.org/dhlosce
https://www.ada.org/education/manage-your-dentpin


 

 

a. Students in Arizona, Kentucky, Colorado, and Oregon: a DHLOSCE fee waiver of 
$575 will be applied to the candidate’s account. Before submitting a DHLOSCE 
application, candidates should await email confirmation from the JCNDE that they are 
eligible for the special DHLOSCE pricing offer and that the appropriate fee waiver has 
been applied to their account. Once this is done, the total cost of the DHLOSCE will 
appear as $0.  

b. Students in all other states: a DHLOSCE fee waiver of $500 will be applied to the 
candidate’s account. The total cost of the DHLOSCE will appear as $75. The five 
hundred (500) fee waivers for candidates outside of Arizona, Kentucky, Colorado and 
Oregon are available to programs on a first come, first served basis. After 500 candidates 
have submitted DHLOSCE applications from programs outside these four states, the 
DHLOSCE waiver will no longer be available to candidates, and will no longer be active 
in students’ DENTPIN accounts.  

4. Submit your DHLOSCE application to the JCNDE. Your eligibility to take the DHLOSCE must be 
confirmed by your dental hygiene program director. 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Is a registration code required? 
 
No registration code is required. Candidates simply need to register for the NBDHE. After their NBDHE 
application is processed, and their eligibility is confirmed by the JCNDE, a waiver will appear in the 
candidate’s account in accordance with the procedures noted above. 
 
Should I sign up for the NBDHE and the DHLOSCE at the same time? 
 
Candidates who wish to take advantage of the special offer must register for the NBDHE before 
registering for the DHLOSCE. After the candidate’s NBDHE application is processed and approved by the 
program director, a DHLOSCE candidate fee waiver will be activated in the candidate’s DENTPIN account 
and the candidate will be notified by the JCNDE. The fee displayed for the DHLOSCE will then be 
presented as either $0 or $75, depending upon the special offer that would be applicable to the candidate. 
Once the waiver is active in the candidate’s account, they may register for the DHLOSCE at the pricing 
indicated. 
 
Who can I contact for more information? 
 
Please direct all your questions to the Department of Testing services at DHLOSCE@ADA.org. 
 

mailto:DHLOSCE@ADA.org

